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VETERINARY WorkK IN SoutH AFRICA. 


Dr. Theiler’s Presidential address to the Trans- 
vaal V.M.A., which we published last week, is a 
deeply interesting survey of veterinary progress in 
South Africa. Scientifically it is of considerable 
interest from Dr. Theiler’s confident references to 
some distinctly revolutionary research work in con- 
nection with bovine protozoal disease. But another 
and equally interesting feature of the address is the 
evidence it affords of the general development and 
extension of veterinary activity in South Africa. 

The Veterinary Ordinance is being steadily pro- 
ceeded with, and all in this country will wish it 
success. A Federation of the South Africa Veterin- 
ary Societies is also being attempted, and will 
probably be less difficult of accomplishment than 
the affiliation of societies which is now under con- 
sideration here; while its results should be equally 
beneficial. Lastly, Dr. Theiler advances the 
ambitious proposal of establishing a Veterinary 
College for the Union of South Africa. In time, 
undoubtedly, such a College will become a neces- 
sity; but it seems open to question whether that 
time has yet arrived. It is admitted that “ South 
Africa would not yet support a great number of 
veterinary surgeons"; and Dr. Theiler’s apparent 
plan is to limit the number of those entering the 
projected College. The main reason for proposing 
the creation of the College seems to be the deficient 
instruction in tropical diseases given by the 
European schools. We agree that the European 
schools do not, and indeed cannot, give really 
adequate instruction in this respect; but it seems 
worthy of consideration whether this difficulty 
could not be quite well met for the present, so far 
as South Africa is concerned, by the initiation of 
Governmental post-graduate instruction for a 
limited number of European graduates. Were a 
complete Veterinary College established in a country 
in which the demand for veterinary surgeons is 
not yet great, it might not be easy to limit the 
number of students so as to prevent overcrowding 
of the profession. 

Dr. Theiler, however, advanced the proposal of a 
veterinary college more for consideration than for 
immediate action. In the meantime, we echo 
Dr. Theiler’s assertion that ‘“ both our Association 
and the profession as they stand at the com- 
mencement of the Union have every reason to 
be satisfied with their achievements and progress.” 
That assertion is perfectly true; the address under 
notice affords abundant evidence of its truth; and 
a great deal of its truth is due to the personal 
exertions of Dr. Theiler himself. 





QUITTOR. 
By Pror. Gorton, Edinburgh. 


Having for some years taken a keen interest in 
all surgical conditions of the foot of the horse, I 
should like to add a few words of the discussion on 
quittor which took place at the Central Veterinary 
Association, and was reported in your issue of the 
28th Jan. 

Mr. Hunting defines a quittor as a “ fistulous 
wound on the coronet due to necrosis of the lateral 
cartilage.” Most will agree with the latter part of 
this definition. It is most desirable that the term 
quittor should be given a definite meaning by limit- 
ing its application solely to those conditions in 
which the lateral cartilage is involved. If, however, 
it is to be accepted that necrosis of the lateral 
cartilage is the essential feature of quittor, then the 
words “on the coronet ’’ must be deleted from Mr. 
Hunting’s definition, for quittors, that is to say 
necrosis of the lateral cartilage, resulting from 
injuries to the ground surface of the foot are always 
present before any wound appears on the skin of 
the coronet, and may be in existence for weeks 
before there is any breach of the skin above the hoof 
or separation of the horn and horn-forming struc- 
tures at the coronet. 

When dealing with suppurating corns it is quite 
common to find a fistulous tract in the angle 
between the wall and the bar, passing up into the 
soft structures of the foot behind the wing of the 
os pedis. Animals have repeatedly been brought to 
me in which such fistulous wounds on the solar 
surface of the foot have been present for two to 
three months without any appearance of a wound 
or abscess on the coronet. Without exception these 
fistulous wounds, opened up immediately after their 
discovery or at variable periods afterwards, have 
contained necrotic cartilage. An abscess will 
ultimately appear on the skin above the coronary 
band if these cases are not radically dealt with, but 
obviously, the abscess and the resulting wound on 
the coronet are secondary to the formation of the 
quittor, and not the precursors of it. 

The course as described by Mr. Hunting in his 
explanation of the origin of quittor is unquestionably 
the more common, namely, the suppurating corn, the 
escape of pus between the hair and the hoof, then 
the appearance of the secondary abscess on the skin 
above the coronary band, but the view that “ this 
secondary abscess always occurs before a quittor 
is formed" is open to question. If any case of 
suppurating corn in which pus has appeared 
between the hair and the horn be examined by 
stripping the separated parts of the wall, it will be 
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found that the area of separation is greatest between 
the coronary band and the corresponding horn and 
that immediately below the coronary band for a 
distance of } to 4 an inch or more the separation, 
though somewhat less extensive, is invariably 
greater than at any other part between the sole and 
the coronary band. With very few exceptions some 
pus will be found lodging in this position just 
below the coronary band, whilst over the other 
separated areas only a trace will be discovered. 
The pus appears to meet with a chcek in its 
upward progress at this point, and hence the lodge- 
ment and greater separation, and it is from here 
that quittor takes it origin. Only the sensitive 
lamin are interposed between the pus, and the 
cartilage; constantly bathed in pus they soon 
necrose and allow the pus to come into contact 
with the cartilage, which undergoes the same 
change. It is not till this has occurred that the 
secondary abscess begins to form and the heat, 
pain, swelling and lameness recur. In other words 
the abscess is secondary to the quittor, it does not 
begin to form until the quittor is in existence, that 
is to say if necrosis of the lateral cartilage is the 
essential feature of quittor. : 

This conclusion is based on the practice, system- 
atically carried out, of stripping the separated horn 
in all cases in which pus has appeared at the 
coronet between the hair and the hoof. In a large 
number of cases the separated sensitive laminz 
immediately below the coronary band are necrotic, 
or so seriously damaged that necrosis and separa- 
tion follow in the course of a few days. If the 
process has already extended to the lateral 
cartilage, its green colouration will be observed on 
raising or separation of the dead laminew superim- 
posed to it. This condition of the cartilage I have 
repeatedly found with no recurrence of lameness, 
swelling, or heat, no secondary abscess or other 
lesion on the skin above the coronary band, and 
the cases had made uninterrupted recoveries after 
the removal of the necrotic cartilage. If, however, 
stripping of the horn is delayed, or the septic 
necrotic area of cartilage left in situ after exposure, 
only a short time elapses before the secondary 
abscess forms on the coronet, with recurrence of the 
lameness and other symptons. Whilst agreeing, 
therefore, with Mr. Hunting when he says “ That 
this secondary abscess is not caused by the primary 
suppuration being forced in a continuons stream 
from below.” I think his second statement that 
“This secondary abscess always occurs before a 
quittor is formed” requires modification. In my 
experience the course of events between the appear- 
ance of pus between the hair and horn and the 
formation of the secondary abscess is as follows :— 
(1) Necrosis of sensitive laminw ; (2) Necrosis of 
cartilage, i.c., quittor ; (3) Abscess formation on the 
coronet. 

If it be accepted that necrosis of the lateral car- 
tilage is the essential feature of quittors, then 
quittor must be regarded as a condition secondary 
to injury of the soft parts surrounding the lateral 
cartilage which permits organisms (pyogenic or 
Bac. necrosis) to come into contact with a portion 





of it, resulting in death of that portion. I do not 
think clinical experience would afford any support 
to a view that necrosis of the lateral cartilage is 
ever a primary condition eventuating in a fistulous 
wound on the coronet or elsewhere. The recogni- 
tion of this fact is all important; a very consider- 
able number of quittors should never occur, they 
can and will be prevented by early and efficient 
treatment of suppurative conditions within the hoof 
or on the coronet. 

With reference to treatment, the support afforded 
to the hot iron and caustic plugs is most surprising, 
and all the more so in view of the professional 
standing of some of the advocates of these methods. 
It cannot be denied that both agents kill the tissues 
to which they are applied. To propose to remedy 
a condition dependent on the existence of dead 
tissue in a chronically discharging wound by adding 
to the amount of dead tissue already there is not 
logical. There may be “ ways and ways” of using 
the cautery, but the methods explained are insuffi- 
cient to show how the effect of the iron on the 
cartilage is to be limited solely to the necrotic area. 
If the hot iron touch healthy cartilage, and the 
chances appear to be at least ninety-nine per cent. 
in favour of its doing so, an additional area of 
necrosis is created to perpetuate the condition. Only 
one explanation of the recoveries appears to be 
conceivable—that the hot iron comes into contact 
only with the tissues super-imposed to a piece of 
already detached necrotic cartilage, causing slough- 
ing of them, and thus creating an opening by means 
of which its escape is possible, an effect which 
could be much better and more certainly produced 
by the use of a scalpel. The method appears also 
to be based on the assumption that only a single 
area of necrosis exists, whereas in many quittors 
there are several, even though there be only one 
fistulous wound on the surface. 

Mr. Hunting’s concluding remark is convincing 
evidence that adopting his own way of using the 
hot iron, its effects cannot be well controlled, nor 
can its direction and the depth to which it is made 
to penetrate be estimated within the limits of safety. 
‘Some cases are not so good, and I have had some 
very bad ones that were slaughtered a week after, 
as arthritis supervened.”” It seems almost super- 
fluous to ask, was the arthritis caused by puncture 











A MertnHop ror IsoLATING AND GROWING THE 
Lepra Baciutus or Man. (Pretiiary Nore.) 
By F. W. Twort. (Communicated by Leonarp 
Hit, F.r.s. From the Laboratories of the Brown 
Institution, University of London). 


For a number of years different investigators 
have attempted to cultivate the lepra bacillus of 
man and the allied organisms found in the rat and 
other animals. It is not intended in this prelimin- 
ary note to discuss the numerous papers which 
have been published from time to time from 
the various English, Continental, and American 
laboratories, These papers deal with\non acid- 
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fast bacilli, or with acid-fast bacilli growing 
quickly on ordinary media, which, in the opinion 
of the writer, are contaminating organisms, and 
not the true lepra bacillus. So far, no one has 
produced a culture of acid-fast bacilli isolated from 
a leper, and showing the characters of the lepra 
bacillus as found in the tissues of man. It was 
with the object of obtaining a pure living culture of 
the lepra bacillus that these investigations were 
undertaken. 

The material used was the nasal discharge and 
scrapings from a typical leper. The discharge 
showed large masses of lepra bacilli and a number 
of contaminating micro-organisms. Firstly, most 
of the contaminations were killed by placing the 
discharge in a two per cent. solution of ericolin at 
38 C. for one hour as recommended for the isolation 
of the tubercle bacillus ;* then cultures were made 
from the sediment on to different media and incu- 
bated at 38 C.+ 

All the ordinary laboratory media, including 
Dorset’s egg medium, gave negative results. A 
number of special media containing extracts of 
fresh gland and other tissues were tested next, the 
extracts being freed from any contaminating micro- 
organisms by passing them through a Doulton 
white filter; these also gave negative results. 

In view of the close relationship between the 
tubercle bacillus and the lepra bacillus, it appeared 
highly probable that these two organisms would 
require the same chemical substances for building 
up their protoplasm, which could be elaborated 
from the ordinary media only by the tubercle 
bacillus. It was thought that if these substances 
could be supplied, already formed, to the lepra 
bacillus, it might grow, and the easiest method of 
supplying these substances would be by adding to 
some good medium the ground-up bodies of tubercle 

‘ bacilli containing them. Accordingly, a number of 
tubercle cultures were taken and inoculated on to 
Dorset’s egg medium; when sufficiently grown the 
tubes were steamed and the growth of tubercle 
scraped off the surface, care being taken to avoid 
the medium containing the waste products of the 
tubercle growth. The tubercle bacilli so obtained 
were ground up with glycerine and saline, steamed 
for half-an-hour and added to the yolk and white of 
new laid eggs in the following proportions ; 

Eggs, 75 parts; 8 per cent. sodium chloride, 25 
parts ; mix well and add tubercle bacilli, 1 per cent.; 
and glycerine, 5 per cent. or less. 

The medium was placed in test tubes, heated to 
60 C. for one hour, and on the following morning 
incubated at 38 C. for six hours, and again heated 
in water bath at 60C. for one hour, and set in 
slopes at 85 C. 

he ericolinised nasal discharge of a leper was 
inoculated on to this medium, the inoculated tubes 

_being capped with gutta-percha tissue and incubated 
at 38 C. After 24 hours the medium absorbed a 
quantity of the ericolin, so the material was lifted 
off with a platinum loop and rubbed over fresh 


: Twort, ‘‘ Proc. Roy. Soc.,’ B, 1909, vol. 81. 
+ Subsequent experiments have shown that 37 degrees 
is a better temperature (Nov. 19, 1910). 





tubes. The bacilli grew and were sub-cultured in 
pure growth, the bacilli growing in sub-cultures as 
fairly long thin beaded rods; the bacilli were well 
formed and quite acid-fast. The lepra bacillus 
inoculated on to this medium at first grows ex- 
tremely slowly, but later growth becomes faster, 
marked microscopic evidence being obtained in 
about four weeks. To the naked eye, growth is 
only just visible after about six weeks, appearing 
as a colourless film along the needle track. Tasuge 
to sub-culture on to ordinary laboratory media are 
always negative. 

Experiments are now being carried out, using 
other organisms than the tubercle bacillus for 
making the medium, and also testing various micro- 
organisms on the medium. 

In the near future it is hoped to prepare a vaccine 
from the ground-up lepra bacilli, for the treatment 
of man suffering from leprosy. An attempt to grow 


‘the rat lepra bacillus on the same medium will also 


be made if the material can be obtained. 

In conclusion, I may note that, working with 
Mr. Ingram, m.r.c.v.s., I have also succeeded in 
isolating and growing the acid-fast bacillus found in 
the intestine of cows in Jéhne’s disease. The first 
generation of this bacillus grows often long, with 
occasional branching and club formation; in sub- 
cultures it gradually grows smaller, and in the 
second or third generation is about the size of the 
tubercle bacillus. The growth is only just visible 
to the naked eye, and sub-cultures on the ordinary 
laboratory media show no evidence of multiplica- 
tion. Jéhne’s bacillus grows somewhat more easily 
than Hansen's lepra bacfllus ; the bacilli being well 
formed and quite acid-fast. The cultures were in- 
cubated at 40C. It is hoped, when sufficient 
material is obtained, to prepare a vaccine for diag- 
nostic purposes. 

Further details of these experiments will be pub- 
lished later. 


Tur Matn CAvuseEs OF THE PREVALENCE OF BOVINE 
TUBERCULOSIS IN CERTAIN Districts. Address 
by Proressor Devepine, of Manchester, before a 
meeting of Cheshire farmers at Knutsford, on 
Monday night, January 23rd. 


The Professor, at the outset, referred to the 
severe attack made upon his figures when first 
published some time ago by Mr. Sadler, the Secre- 
tary of the Cheshire Milk Producers’ Association, 
and who alleged that they had created an unneces- 
sary and undesirable scare. The Professor ex- 
plained that there was nothing in the shape of a 
sweeping indictment of Cheshire farmers in his 
former address, nor had there been any attempt to 
create a scare. He gave to the Statistical Society 
a very matter of fact, not in the least sensational 
statement, of the work which he had done during a 
period of twelve years. It was true that he con- 
demned certain practices or habits which were 
detrimental to the soundness both of herds and of 
milk, but he pointed out that even in the districts 
which were worst affected there were many farms 
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free from these defects, and that in some of the 
best districts there were farms which were as badly 
affected as the worst in the worst districts. In his 
opinion the infection of many farms was due to the 
fact that many views which appeared to be sanc- 
tioned by experience were incorrect, but he did not 
blame the farmers for this. He therefore brought 
no accusation against any man, but he pointed out 
that certain methods or conditions deserved con- 
demnation. 

Proceeding, Prof. Delépine observed that much 
had been said of the share taken in the spread of 
tuberculosis by badly constructed, small, ill-venti- 
lated, and otherwise insanitary shippons, of the 
liability of certain breeds of cattle; of the pernicious 
influence of “close breeding for high milking,” of 
the effects of heredity, etc. Although very strong 
opinions had been expressed by practical and other 
men upon each of these points, it was difficult, not 
to say impossible, to discover any satisfactory 
record of facts in their support. In the hope of 
obtaining more definite information, he asked Mr. 
Brittlebank to give him certain particulars regard- 
ing some four hundred farms inspected by him. The 
particulars asked for were the following ;—State 
age, construction, sanitation, cubic capacity, venti- 
lation, cleanliness of cowshed, number of cows kept, 
how much kept in the open ; special breed, state of 
cows, how long kept on the farm, average age, 
stability of stock, precautions taken to avoid the 
introduction of the diseased animals and preventing 
the spread of disease. He was aware of the diffi- 
culty of obtaining definite or accurate answers to 
many of the questions ingluded in the schedule, but 
he thought it desirable to ascertain to what extent 
attention was paid to the various conditions which 
might affect the health of cattle. It might at once 
be said that several of his questions remained 
unanswered for the simple reason that they referred 
to matters which, generally speaking, had not so 
far received proper attention. Thus there was no 
evidence that, apart from reliance on general 
appearances and judgment based upon practical and 
clinical experience, any reliable method is in use to 
avoid the introduction of diseased animals among 
herds, or any systematic provision for the isolation 
or disposal of tuberculous animals. Also it appeared 
difficult to obtain very reliable information with 
regard to the average age or stability of stock. This 
information would easily have been obtained if the 
practice to replace animals that had reached a cer- 
tain age was generally adopted. Very little 
information capable of forming a reliable basis for 
generalization could be obtained regarding the 
amount of out-door life allowed to cattle in various 
districts. On some farms cattle were kept in the 
open as much as possible, but he had so little 
information regarding the majority of farms that it 
was not possible to estimate how far the practice 
influenced the incidence of tuberculosis. The 
keeping of cows in the open all the summer and 
whenever the weather permitted was certainly not 
sufficient to prevent the occurrence of tuberculosis, 
for he had clear statements regarding ten farms 
where the practice was adopted, and in seven of 
these farms tuberculosis of the udder was detected. 








On two of them tuberculosis of the udder was 
detected twice. There were altogether 125 cows 
on these seven tuberculous farms, and among these 
cows eight cases of tuberculous mastitis were 
clearly demonstrated ; two probable cases escaped 
detection. Of these seven farms, three were quite 
satisfactory from a sanitary point of view, one was 
moderately good, and three were bad. 

With regard to the breed, there was nothing in the 
evidence at his disposal indicating that the preval- 
ence of tuberculosis in any district had any relation 
to the breed of cattle. On the great majority of 
farms all through the area the herds were composed 
of animals of various breeds. In the case of 26 out 
of 292 tuberculous farms there was a clear state- 
ment that the whole or part of the cattle were home 
bred. With regard to the general state of shippons, 
their ventilation and cleanliness, the general state 
of the cows, and their approximate age, he had 
somewhat more complete information. In most 
cases this information was in the form of an 
expression of opinion, but, the opinion being that 
of an experienced veterinary surgeon (Mr. Brittle- 
bank), and generally based on repeated inspection, 
it was probably more reliable than records of 
figures collected by less reliable observers. A care- 
ful consideration of the statistics had led him to the 
conclusion that cows in a state of advanced tuber- 
culosis, and emitting discharge loaded with tubercle 
bacilli constituted the chief factor determining the 
distribution of bovine tuberculosis. The number of 
cows suffering from tuberculosis was so great that 
there were very few farms that were entirely free 
from the disease, but so long as the tuberculous 
lesions were confined to the serous membranes, 
bones, lympathic glands, or viscera, and had not 
ulcerated, they retained their bacilli. Cows affected 
with these closed lesions, though potentially infec- 
tive, were not important sources of infection, 
When, however, the disease had given rise to 
ulcerative lesions of the lungs, alimentary passages, 
genito-urinary passages, or udder, products con- 
taining tubercle bacilli were discharged by the 
animal, the surroundings of which became rapidly 
infected. As the disease advanced there came a 
stage when the quantity of tubercle bacilli so dis- 
charged was inconceivable. The extraordinary 
masses of bacilli which could be emitted by a cow 
in a state of actively infective tuberculosis, and the 
great resistance of the tubercle bacilli, whether they 
be contained in dry or moist products, were, he 
thought, sufficient to explain the comparative 
dominance of tuberculous infective material over 
predisposing causes. He said comparative, because 
he did not wish it to be inferred that predisposing 
causes were without effect. He had given evidence 
to the contrary. He was so convinced in 1897 of the 
effects of infection of shippons and pastures by 
cases of advanced tuberculosis that in conducting 
the Ford Bank experiment, between 1897 and 1899, 
he began by eliminating all cases of advanced 
tuberculosis, separating from reacting cows all the 
animals that did not react with tuberculin, housing 
them in sheds that had been thoroughly disinfected, 
and not allowing these animals to graze in pastures 
that had already been used by tuberculous animals. 
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New stock that had not yet vassed the tuberculin 
test twice was not allowed to mix with these sound 
cows. In this way he cleared from tuberculosis a 
herd of 27 head of cattle in one year, and no fresh 
case occurred during a second year, although over 
61 per cent. of the original stock were tuberculous. 
The same had since been used under the supervision 


of Mr. Brittlebank at a large farm (120 cows) |< 


supplying milk to the hospitals under the Man- 
chester Corporation. This farm had now been kept 
free from tuberculosis for several years. 

Bovine tuberculosis was, on the average, more 
prevalent in districts where shippons were gener- 
ally in a bad state, small and badly ventilated and 
dirty, and where also it was the usual practice to 
retain many aged cows onthe farms. It was, how- 
ever, equally clear that there were districts where 
the farms exhibited all the defects above-mentioned 
and yet had remained free from tuberculous 
mastitis ; on the other hand, there were districts in 
which the farms were free from these defects, and 
where many cases of tuberculous mastitis has been 
observed. It did not therefore appear safe, under 
the present conditions, to rely chiefly upon ordinary 
sanitary measures for the purpose of controlling 
bovine tuberculosis. The often observed partial or 
complete failure of ordinary sanitary measures indi- 
cated that the action of the infective material was 
more or less independent of these measures when 
it was either abundant or very virulent. There was 
no reason to believe that the virulence of tubercle 
bacillus was materially affected by the localities in- 
vestigated, but they knew that cows with ulcera- 
ting lesions, i.e., in the actively infective stage of 
tuberculosis—were capable of emitting, and did 
emit, an extraordinary number of tubercle bacilli. 
From this he was led to the conclusion that bovine 
animals snffering from ulcerative tuberculous 
lesions, more especially of the respiratory organs, 
alimentary canal, genito-urinary organs and udder, 
constituted the chief factor determining the excess- 
ive prevalence of bovine tuberculosis in certain dis- 
tricts. This conclusion indicated the great import- 
ance of inspecting every animal, or removing with- 
out delay all those that were actively infective, 
and of not allowing healthy animals to remain in 
places that have been infected, so long as those 
places have not been treated so as to remove, as far 
practicable, the dangers of infection. All animals 
affected with tuberculosis were potentially danger- 
ous, and as their ages advanced the chances of their 
becoming actively dangerous increased, it was 
therefore desirable, so long as bovine tuberculosis 
had not been stamped out, to reduce as much as 
possible the number of old animals. Although 
sources of infection were probably present in most 
farms these were fairly easily kept under control 
by ordinary methods of management, but if manage- 
ment did not include measures having for object 
the keeping of herds free from the presence of ani- 
mals in a state of advanced tuberculosis, the best 
management failed to prevent infection, If the 
thorough measures which he had invariably advo- 
cated for the stamping-out of tuberculosis were 
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automatically, under the supervision of the state, 
by local authorities. 

In conclusion, Prof. Delépine gave a list of 
suggested general measures ; 


1. Division of the country into a number of well- 
defined administrative areas, each provided with 
an efficient staff of veterinary inspectors. 

. Marking and registration of all cattle for pur- 


bo 


purposes of inspection and notification. Testing 
with tuberculin of all cattle. 
3. Isolation of all tuberculous cattle. Disinfection 


of all sheds which have been occupied by tuber- 
culous cattle. 

4. Immediate slaughter of all cattle in an advanced 
state of tuberculosis (including all cases of udder 
tuberculosis). 

. Fattening of all animals not in an advanced state 
of tuberculosis for the meat market. All cattle 
should be slaughtered in public abbattoirs, so as 
to ensure thorough meat inspection. 

). Compensation during one year, or two, for losses 
incurred by owners of cattle, except where there 
had been gross or culpable neglect. After this 
transitional period of compensation, the presence 
of an advanced case of tuberculosis in a cowshed 
to render the owner liable to a penalty. 

. Testing of all cattle brought into the area, so as 
to prevent the introduction of fresh sources of 
tuberculosis. No cattle above six years of age to 
be imported. 

. Control of all foreign dairy produce, so as to 
enforce the same standard of purity as in the case 

_ of the home produce. 


or 


~ 
+) 


“1 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


“Fase LuxaTION” oF THE JAWs IN A DoG— 

Curious ACCIDENT. 

Bosselut (Revue Vet.) records the case of a dog of 
the Saint-Germain “brach” breed, which was 
found in the morning with the mouth very widely 
opened and unable to close it. The antecedents of 
the animal enabled the idea of rabies to be excluded ; 
and the case, moreover, was evidently not one of 
paralysis, as the separation of the jaws was fixed 
and due to some mechanical cause. The mandible 
was not deviated laterally. The diagnosis of luxa- 
tion of the temporo-maxillary articulations was 
arrived at. 

Reduction was attempted as follows: The two 
hands were applied to the lower jaw, one hand em- 
bracing the inferior edge of each branch of the 
mandible; the thumbs were applied immediately 
behind the last molars, and pressure and _ retropul- 
sion were exercised at this point to replace the jaw. 
This manipulation was unsuccessful ; and a second 
attempt made under chloroform was equally so. 
The owner then had the dog destroyed; and the 
head was dissected. 

The masseteric muscles were removed to expose 
the temporo-maxillary articulations; but contrary 
to expectation, these were not found to be luxated. 
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But upon the right side the coronoid process of the 
maxilla, in place of being lodged in the temporal 
fossa against the internal aspect of the zygomatic 
arch, was displaced outwardly and applied against 
the external aspect of that arch; the displacement 
had of course caused the rupture of a portion of 
the insertions of the temporal muscle upon the 
summit of the coronoid process. 

What had happened was a sliding moveement of 
the inferior maxilla from left to right; which 
though very slight, had enabled the right coronoid 
process to cross the zygomatic arch. 

This lateral displacement must, of course, have 
been effected at a moment when the mouth was 
very widely opened indeed. The lesions quite ex- 
plained the futility of the measures of reduction 
which were taken.—(Annales de Méd Vet.) 


TUBERCULOSIS IN SWINE. 


Andersen, an official veterinarian in Odense, has 
tabulated the results of post-mortem examinations 
made upon 64,637 pigs in Odense. Of these ani- 
mals 3039 were found to be tuberculous, and Ander- 
sen gives (Maanedskrift for Dyrlaeger) a list designed 
to show the incidence of the disease upon the 
different organs in the pig. The numbers show the 
actual number of animals showing the lesions indi- 
cated opposite : 


Lesions. 


; Animals. 
Only in the Lymphatic Glands of the Head 


1121 


- Mesenteric Glands 882 
In the Lymphatic Glands of Head and 
Mesentery a 204 
» Head, Lungs, Liver, and Mesenteric 
Glands a 358 
» Head, Lungs, Liver, Mesentery, 
and Spleen 45 
» Head, Lungs, and Liver 77 
» Head, Lungs, Pleura, Liver, and 
Mesentery om 11 
» Head, Lungs, Liver, Mesentery and 
Muscular Glands 100 
» Head, Lungs, Liver, Mesentery, and 
Bones ae 107 
» Lungs, Liver, and Mesentery 4 
» Lungs and Mesentery 4 
Only in the Lungs os 29 
In the Head and Liver nai 3 
» Head and Lungs on 66 
» Liver and Mesentery jae 9 
» Lungs and Liver ae 4 
»» Head, Lungs, Liver, Mesentery, and 
Central Nervous System 1 


These figures demonstrate anew the already 
known fact that the pig becomes affected with 
tuberculosis mainly by ingestion. Andersen there- 
fore recommends most emphatically that food 
given to pigs should previously be pasteurised. 
—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) ; 


TREATMENT OF RHEUMATISM BY THIGENOL. 


Jakob Wolmut reports (Zeitschr. fiir Tiermediz.) 
the good results he obtained from thigenol (Roche) 
in two cases of rheumatism in dogs. 





In the first case the dog had not been able to run 
up and down stairs for some weeks, and showed all 
the symptoms of rheumatism. Wolmut ordered a 
15% solution of thigenol in spirit to be applied with 
friction over the whole body once daily, afterwards 
enveloping the dog in woollen coverings. Within 
nine days an astonishing improvement had taken 
place, and after three weeks complete recovery was 
attained. 

In the second case a paralysis of the hindquarters 
was associated with the rheumatism. The treat- 
ment was analagous to that of the first case—20%, 
of thigenol in spirit being used this time—and, as 
in the first case, the best results were attained.— 
(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


THE PaTHOLOGICAL ANATOMY OF BLACK QUARTER. 


According to the statements in veterinary litera- 
ture, no noteworthy pathological alterations of the 
internal organs are to be found added to the 
muscular lesions in cases of black quarter. Julius 
Katona, an official veterinary surgeon of Aranyos- 
marov, says however (Allatorvosi Lapok) that in 
nine-tenths of the cases of black quarter the spleen 
is also swollen, appears black-red as in anthrax, and 
has a consistence resembling pap. In addition to 
this a yellow-red opaque fluid, often mixed with 
fibrinous exudate, is found in the pericardium, and 
both layers of the pericardium show very numerous 
small hemorrhages. These splenic and pericardial 
lesions are present in the great majority of cases of 
black quarter; and therefore deserve special con- 
sideration, especially with regard to the differential 
diagnosis between black quarter and anthrax. The 
author has never succeeded in demonstrating the 
anthrax bacillus in the spleen in these cases, so that 
the possibility of a mixed infection appears to be 
excluded. 

The author also finds that the age of cattle 
affected with black-quarter is not limited to the 
period between six months and four years, as is 
generally maintained; for the disease may be 
observed in sucking calves three or four weeks old, 
and in adult cattle of seven or eight years.—( Berliner 
Tier. Woch.) 

TUBERCULOSIS IN THE Doc. 


Tuberculosis of the dog is somewhat rare, com- 
pared with the frequence of the disease in cattle and 
human beings. 

In the pathological institute of the High School 
at Dresden in the last 20 years, 14 cases of tuber- 
culosis have been found in 2156 post-mortem 
examinations upon dogs, making a proportion of 
0.83 per cent. 

Joest now describes Zeitschrift fiir Infectionskr, 
paras. Krankh, u. Hyg. d. Haustiere) a case found 
in a dog, which present some features of interest. 
The animal was a mongrel of eight or nine years 
old. 

Post-mortem, severe tuberculosis was found, 
extensive local lesions of the lungs, pleura, and liver 
co-existing with a slight infection of the kidneys. 
It is noteworthy that the pleural lesions showed a 
great similarity to the typical tuberculosis of the 
bovine serous membranes (perlsucht). 
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The bacteriological examination showed that the 
disease was induced by the “ bovine” variety of 
tubercle bacillus. No member of the family of the 
dog’s owner was suffering from tuberculosis. It is 
possible that the dog, in the village in which he 
lived, had had the opportunity of obtaining pieces 
of the flesh of tuberculous animals. Joest records 
the case as a contribution to the question of the 
origin of canine tuberculosis, in which connection 
it is certainly of some interest.—( Berliner Tier. 
Woch.) 


A CONTRIBUTION TO THE QUESTION OF INFECTION 

IN TUBERCULOSIS. 

Ten Sande (Tijdschrift voor veeartsenijkunde) 
records a case of a farmer who,after much time and 
trouble, had succeeded in freeing his farm from 
tuberculosis. Nevertheless, at a general inspection 
which took place in the autumn of 1908,a suspicious 
cow was found, was killed, and was found to be 
tuberculous. 

A year later—about the autumn of 1909—a fresh 
inspection was made, and no animal was found 
presenting any signs of tuberculosis, except the 
calves. An examination of the calves (13 in all) 
showed in the first place that their development 
was backward. The owner attributed this to bad 
climatic conditions; but Ten Sande found that 
the majority of the calves showed abnormal respira- 
tory sounds. 

Four calves were then tested with tuberculin ; 
two reacted, were killed, and were found post- 
mortem to have extensive lesions of pulmonary and 
mesenteric tuberculosis. A short time afterwards, 
the eleven remaining calves were tested, and all 
were proved on autopsy to be tuberculous. Of the 
whole thirteen calves, six were affected with open 
lesions, and seven with closed lesions. 

A searching enquiry resulted in the discovery 
that the last cow slaughtered was affected with 
pulmonary and mammary tuberculosis. The calves 
had been fed with pure milk at first, and afterwards 
with whey from the cheese-dairy, which was 
supplied with milk from 35 cows, among which had 
been the cow affected with pulmonary and 
mammary tuberculosis. It is almost certain that 
all the calves were infected through this channel.— 
(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


INVAGINATION OF THE CCUM IN THE Ox. 


Only one case of the invagination of the cecum 
in the ox has hitherto been recorded in veterinary 
literature. Johnk now records (Miinchener Tier. 
Woch.) a second case which he had the opportunity 
of observing. The subject was a heifer seven 
months old. The clinical symptoms began with 
spasmodic tremors, to which the manifestations of 
feverish hemorrhagic gastro-enteritis were then 
added. Then followed the discharge of a great 
quantity of blood-red dirty coagulated material in 
which, beside coagulated clots of blood, fibrin-like 
accumulations could be seen. The heifer was 
slaughtered, and the post-mortem appearances were 
as follows ;— 

The cecum was inverted into the commencing 








portion of the colon ; and the mesentery was drawn 
in like a cord with the inversion. Analwards, by 
palpation through the walls of the colon, the conical 
termination of the invaginated cecum could easily 
be demonstrated. 

The whole colon contained mucus, coagulated 
blood, and dirty coloured fibrinous exudate. The 
author succeeded in reducing the displacement by 
progressive pressure upon the conical end of thein- 
vaginated czcum. 

The serosa of the invaginated portion was slightly 
injected ; but hwmorrhages were not present. The 
mucosa showed very fine hemorrhages. The sub- 
mucosa showed sero-sanguineous infiltration ; and 
the thickness of the cecum wall was about 1 cm. 
(4-10ths inch.) 

The fibrinous intestinal exudate consisted of a 
framework of very fine threads and numerous round 
cells.—( Berl. Tier. Woch.) 


TRAUMATIC PERICARDITIS WITH ULTIMATE 
RECOVERY. 


Livieri records (Il nuovo Ercolani) the following 
unusual case in a cow. The animal was far 
advanced in pregnancy, and the author was called 
to her because she showed severe digestive disturb- 
ances. He found her standing with her forelimbs 
separated one from the other, coughing a little, and 
groaning. The pulsations of the heart were acceler- 
ated; but the pericardial sounds characteristic of 
traumatic pericarditis were not present. 

As parturition was shortly to follow, treatment 
with cardiac tonics was attempted; ultimate 
slaughter being the endin view. The animal’s con- 
dition improved after this; but a slight swelling 
appeared upon the left side of the thorax, close 
behind the elbow-joint. Soon afterwards, after the 
cow had calved, this swelling was incised, and it 
was found possible to extract a piece of wire about 
four inches long by 1-12th inch think from it. 
Recovery was complete after healing of the opera- 
tion wound.—( Berl. Tier. Woch.) 


AMPUTATION OF THE MAMMA IN A Goat. 


Behr diagnosed gangrenous mammitis in a goat. 
One half of the udder was almost completely blue- 
black, doughy, devoid of sensation, and remarkably 
cold. The other half of the gland, also, was already 
partially affected. 

Amputation was performed as follows :— 

The goat was secured and laid down; the field of 
operation was disinfected ; the skin was incised all 
round the udder, circumscribing it; and the udder 
itself was then carefully separated from the 
abdominal wall and suspensory tissues. During 
this procedure it was necessary to tie six or eight 
vessels. The surface of the wound thus made was 
very large, and could only be slightly lessened by 
the application of sutures. The wound was 
tamponed out, and protected by a bandage. The 
result of the operation was good, Behr removing the 
bandage and treating the wound as an open one 
after two days. The general condition showed 
marked improvement after the operation.—(Berl. 


Tier. Woch.) W. R. C. 
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BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held at the Bush Hotel, Carlisle, on 
Thursday, Jan. 19th, at which the following were 
resent: Messrs. Garnett, Hon. Sec., Windermere ; 
alinom, Carlisle ; Donald, Wigton ; Scott, Penrith ; 
Bowden, Armstrong, Whitehaven ; Ashley, Dalston ; 
Howe, Keswick ; Little, Abbeytown ; Hewson, Carlisle; 
Barron, Irebv. Mr. Hewson presided. 

Mr. GARNETT mentioned that although it was a con- 
siderable time since their last meeting, he was pleased 
to report that they were in a strong financial position 
with a balance to the good of £19 3s. 2d. Against that 
there was an account dueto Mr. Hewson of two guineas 
for wreaths provided by him on behalf of the Society, 
on the death of their late members Messrs. Carlyle and 
Threlkeld. 

Mr. Rogrinson proposed, and Mr. Little seconded, 
that this account be paid out of the funds of the Society, 
which was unanimously aareed to. 

It was agreed, on the proposition of Mr. Robinson, 
seconded by Mr. Donald, that membership commenced 
with the payment of the annual snbscription. 

Mr. DonALpD now proposed that the annual subscrip- 
tion be reduced from 7/6 to 5/-. This was seconded by 
Mr. Ashley, and carried. 

Mr. DonaLp made enquiries as to the whereabouts of 
the instruments belonging to the Society. 

Mr. HEwson segliet that they were left in his care, 
and were all right with the exception of the large tooth 
forceps, which ‘had been borrowed some time ago and 
not returned. 

On the proposition of Mr. Ashley, seconded by Mr. 
Robinson, it was agreed to form a small Committee to 
revise the rules of the Society, which were considered 
out of date. 

A Committee was elected, 
Robinson, Donald, and Garnett. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. HEwson was unanimously re-elected President 
for the ensuing year. 

Mr. GARNETT was also unanimously re-elected Hon. 
Sec. and Treasurer. 

On considering a suitable subject for discussion at 
the next meeting, Mr. Garnett stated that he had 
reason to believe that if Mr. Hobday were approached 
he would consent to come and demonstrate the new 
operation for roaring. 

On the proposition of Mr. Howe, seconded by Mr. 
Robinson, it was decided that Mr. Hobday be invited. 

Messrs. Scorr and BowpEN undertook to provide 
suitable subjects for such demonstration. 

Mr. BARRON proposed that the Secretary be instructed 
to circularise all the veterinary surgeons practising in 
the Border Counties, inviting them to become members 
of this Society. 

This was seconded by Mr. Scott, and carried. 


ANTHRAX ORDER 1910. 
By F. W. GarNeETT, F.R.C.v,8., Windermere. 


The Anthax Order 1910 supersedes the Order of 
1899, and introduces a new procedure in dealing with 
the disease. Under the old Order the Medical Officer 
of Health and other medical men, especially those 
attached to young universities, had sought in some 
counties and boroughs to contro! the disease, and many 
made great efforts through their County Councils to 
take it out of the hands of the veterinary surgeon—and 
to some extent they had succeeded in doing so, or at 
least in placing him in an inferior position. There was 


consisting of Messrs. 





one great stumbling block, however, in the old Order 
which prevented them entirely from doing as they liked. 
I refer to the section which empowered the Veterinary 
Inspector to give a certificate as to the existence of the 
disease, without which the Local Authority had no 
power to act—and even this they attempted to evade. 

In Lancashire, for instance, the procedure under the 
1899 Order during the past few years was—that when 
the Veterinary Inspector certified Anthrax he had to 
send an ear to one of two medical men for confirmation. 
Now speaking for myself, if I wanted confirmation of 
my diagnosis, or further advice in dealing with an out- 
break, I should seek and ask for veterinary advice—not 
medical—for the advice of men thoroughly trained in 
every aspect of the disease from the animal point 
of view. 

Experience has shown that the diagnosis of anthrax 
in animals by medical men is not to be relied upon. 
Again, it was introducing the most as system of 
dual control, which was prejudicial and diametrically 
opposed to public interest and welfare—and although it 
no doubt contributed many hundreds of pounds a year 
to the medical men, it was a system which could not 
be allowed to continue on this account. The accuracy 
of veterinary diagnosis at the present time is greatly 
superior to what it was a few poems ago, and though it 
may not yet be what is altogether desired it is obviously 
preferable to the diagnosis of medical men, who have 
infinitely less training and experience in the disease 
than the veterinary surgeon ; and a joint control of the 
disease by the two with the less efficient as the deciding 
factor is surely an absurdity which hardly needs to be 
mentioned to be condemned. The control of animal 
disease is the province of the veterinary surgeon solely. 

Now I take it, what is aimed at in the new Order is 
efficiency in diagnoses—to restore public confidence— 
which has been undermined by*the medical men through 
the County Councils—in the veterinary officers who have 
to carry out the responsible part of the Order. 

The great increase in the number of outbreaks in Great 
Britain since 1890 when there were 152, to 1,317 in 1909, 
and 1,496 in 1910, made it imperative that some more 
efficient methods should be introduced to control the 
disease, and I think the Board of Agriculture are right 
to devote their efforts, in the first instance, to the 
accuracy of the diagnosis. It is evident that if any pro- 
gress is to be made with the disease, every animal 
which dies suddenly should be reported as suspicious of 
anthrax by the owner to the local authority, and this 
procedure should be encouraged by veterinary surgeons. 

In Sect. 1 of the new Act it is important to note that 
veterinary surgeons includes any veterinary practitioner 
qualified to be a veterinary inspector under the Act of 
1894, In this respect it follows the Sheep Scab Order. 

Sect. 2. Notice of disease is common to all Orders. 

Sect. 3 is important to the owner of the suspected 
animal or carcase, as it gives specific instructions as to 
what he is required to do. 

Sect. 4. Duty of inspector to act and serve a notice, 
Form C, on oceupier of premises, which remains in force 
until either it is certified that the animal was not 
affected with anthrax, or a notice Form A (notice 
declaring Infected Place) is served. 

Sect. 5—Veterinary inquiry, is a most important one 
for veterinary surgeons to note. The veterinary surgeon 
has in the first place to make a microscopical examina- 
tion of the blood. This may be done (see covering 
letter) either by lancing a small superficial vein, or 
taking an ear if preferred, or, in the case of the horse or 
pig exposing a superficial lymphatic gland and taking a 
smear and swab from the cut surface. 

Sect. 5 (Sub-Sec. 3). In the event of the disease not 
proving to be anthrax, the veterinary surgeon gives a 
certificate to that effect to the local authority, and the 
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local authority serves a notice, Form D, upon the 
occupier, which withdraws Form C, previously served, 
and frees the premises from all restrictions. 

I would suggest the following asa suitable form of 


notice to the local authority by the veterinary 
surgeons :— 
I being a duly qualified veterinary surgeon 


having made a microscopic examination of the blood of 
the carcase of a the pooneety of of 
in the parish of nereby certify that the 
said carcase is not affected with anthrax. 
Signed 
Date 

Before signing this certificate, however, as a matter 
of precaution and check it would appear to be advisable 
for the veterinary surgeon to proceed to make a post- 
mortem examination in order to comply with the cover- 
ing letter issued with the order. I know that this latter 

wroceeding is optional on the part of the local authorities, 
ut I think there will be very few local authorities 
which will not comply with it—for it affords a valuable 
confirmatory diagnosis and gives full scope to the 
clinician to form a correct opinion as to the cause of 
death, full particulars of which have to be forwarded 
with the report to the Board of Agriculture. It also 
affords a means of diagnosing anthrax in carcases which 
have undergone such putrefactive changes that the 
anthrax becilli have almost, if not entirely, disappeared 
through degenerative changes having taken place, which 
quickly set in in hot summer weather. 

Sec. 5 (Sub-Sec. 4). If the microscopic examination 
proves the case to be one of anthrax, he must give a 
certificate to the local authority stating it is suspicious 
of anthrax. The form of this certificate is not given, but 
I would suggest the following as complying with the 
requirements of the sub-section. 

I being a duly qualified veterinary surgeon 
having made a microscopic (or other examination) 
hereby certify that the case is one of suspected anthrax. 

Signed 
Date 

It is quite clear (see Appendix 11. of covering letter) 
that the veterinary surgeon has, both under Sub-Sect. 3 
and Sub-Sec. 4 of Sect. 5, to send an unstained 
slide and a swab of blood or other tissue in a sterile tube 
along with his report and the result of his diagnosis to 
the Board of Agriculture. 

I have here a tube and case which has been approved 
by the Board of Agriculture and by the Postal Author- 
ities, who will accept carriage of it by ordinary letter 
post. 

I must protest against the way in which Sect. 5, Sub- 
Sect. 3 voll 4 are drawn up. I cannot conceive why the 
Board of Agriculture should try to obscure their mean- 
ing and intentions by such involved verbiage—it would 
make an excellent competition for any weekly paper to 
offer prizes for obscured meanings—the Board would win 
every time. 

Sect. 6. On the veterinary surgeon giving to the Local 
Authority a certificate that he suspects anthrax, the Local 
Authority have to cremate and disinfect in the same way 
as they did under the old order—full directions for the 
dis 1 of the carcase being laid down in Sect. 10. 

Sect.7. If the veterinary inspector of the Board of 
Agriculture certifies the correctness of the diagnosis, the 
local authority serves Form A on the occupier, declaring 
the place infected, which notice remains in force until 
removed by Form B. It is to be noted here that no 
indication 1s given as to the length of time Form A is to 
remain in foree—presumably until the carcase has been 
burnt and the premises disinfected to the satisfaction of 
the police—no second inspection is provided for by the 
veterinary surgeon before its seateel. 


When the veterinary inspector of the Board of Agri- 
culture certifies the animal or carcase is not affected 
with anthrax, the Local Authority serve Form D upon 
the occupier, which removes Form C and all restrictions 
from the premises 

Sect. 8. Notices to Board of Agriculture by Local 
Authority. 

Sect. 9. Rules affecting Infected Place. 

Sec. 11. Precautions respecting Milk. 

And the rest of the Order practically identical with 
the old one. 

Presumably the sterile tubes and disinfectants are to 
be provided by the Local Authority. 


An interesting discussion resulted in which all the 
members took part. 

Mr. DoNALD, in criticising the new Order, said he 
considered that the fees offered by the Local Authority 
of Cumberland were quite inadequate: that their in- 
structions to cremate were difficult to carry out and 
unnecessary, and, in his opinion, the best method of 
disposing of a carcase was by burial, and even lime was 
unnecessary : and that their instructions with regard to 
the depth of the grave were vague. He also pointed out 
that the instruction to disinfect with a saturated solu- 
tion of pure carbolic acid would entail enormcus expense 
and be impracticable. 

Mr. Rosrnson thought that more time was necessary 
for making a diagnosis, and that the fees allowed were 
quite inadequate ; also that veterinary surgeons were 
better authorities on animal diseases than medical 
practitioners. 

Mr. BowpEN wanted to know what should be done in 
doubtful cases. 

Mr. GARNETT replied that M‘Fadyean’s naked eye 
reaction was an almost infallible test, and would decide 
most doubtful cases. 

Mr. Barrow enquired how we were to proceed in a 
case which proved negative with the microscope, 
necessitating a post-mortem examination, because he 
understood that the Local Authority of Cumberland 
granted no fee for the post-mortem. 

Mr. GaRNETT, replying generally to the various ques- 
tions asked, said that the new Order put the veterinary 
surgeon in a better position, since country veterinary 
surgeons could not have a laboratory, or resort to inocula- 
tion experiments. The Board of Agriculture, recognis- 
ing this, require the veterinary surgeon to state only 
whether a case is suspicious of iu, and then to 
send a sample of blood or tisstes—say ear—to London 
for decision. 

He advises the veterinary surgeon to send the certifi- 
cate direct to the Board of Agriculture, and to keep it 
out of the hands of the police as it is evident that this is 
a purely private matter between professional men and 
will be regarded as such. 

In reply to Mr. Bowden he stated that the Lancashire 
County Council allowed a proper fee for a post-mortem 
examination in negative cases, in fact their scale of fees 
were more reasonable in every respect than the Cumber- 
land and Westmoreland County Council. He thought 
the Local authority of Casbeliand acted in ignorance, 
and did not know what knowledge, labour, and expen- 
sive apparatus were necessary. He was convinced, how- 
ever, that if approached in a proper manner, and the 
matter explained to them, they would revise the present 
scale of fees. 

Mr. Hewson said that the only way to effect this was 
to induce all the practitioners of the county to become 
members of this Society, so that the Society could act 
with more authority. 

Our present grievance. he said, was against the Local 
Authority—not the Board of Agriculture, whose Chief 
Inspector, Mr. Stewart Stockman, had the interests of 
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his pam at heart, fully recognising the difficulties 
of the country practitioner. 

Mr. DonaLpD proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Garnett for reorganising the Society, and providing this 
iereios paper for discussion. 

Mr. 
carried with acclamation. 

Mr. GARNETT modestly replied and proposed a vote 
of thanks to Mz. Hewson for occupying the chair. 

Mr. Roptnson seconded, and the proposition 
carried unanimously. 


Was 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS IN LONDON. 
YEAR EnpING Marcu, 1910. 


Anthrayr.—-Twenty-nine horses, all of which died. 
Glanders.—1030 horses ; of these 1003 were slaugh- 


tered by order of the Council and 27 died. Compensa- | 


tion to the amount of £11,661 1s. 6d. was awarded in 
respect of the slaughter of 1001 horses. | 
Swine Fever—One outbreak ; one affected pig died, | 
and three others were slaughtered : 148 animals remain- 
ing on the premises were slaughtered by order of the | 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
Parasitic Mange.—139 outbreaks ; 298 affected horses. 


GLANDERS. 


During the past year 1030 cases of disease were dis- 
closed to the Council’s inspectors. This is 674 less than 
the number of cases dealt with during the previous 
twelve months, and the smallest number of animals 
attacked in one year since 1898-99. The difference | 
between the figures for the years in question is probably 
greater as there is reason for the conclusion that in the 
past much disease was never disclosed to the authorities , 
either by intent or failure to recognise its symptoms. 

In 825 (or 80 per cent.) of the cases, the disease was 
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glanders. 


Howe seconded this proposition, which was | 
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A sum of £16 5s. was disbursed in this 
| manner during the year in respect of 130 notifications. 
The appended table gives particulars of the number 
| of horses slaughtered and the compensation paid during 
| the last six years : 
It will be seen from the return that a number of 
| cases of glanders notified to the Council during the past 
| year is nearly 40 per cent. less than the number disclosed 
| during the previous year. But an equally noteworthy 
| feature of the return is a continuous decrease in the 
| number of clinical cases. In 1904-5, the proportion of 


- | clinical cases to total cases was 66 per cent., and in 


| 1907-8 37 per cent. This proportion has diminished to 
18 per cent. and 17 per cent. respectively during the past 
| two years. So large a reduction in the number of cases 
| possessing the maximum potential capacity for spread- 
| ing infection in conjunction with the reduced number of 
' cases generally affords reason for the conclusion that the 
| measures being taken by the Council for the suppression 
| of the disease in London will prove successful. 


RABIES AND THE CONTROL oF Dogs. 


No confirmed case of rabies has been reported in the 
County of London since 1898. Sixteen suspected cases 
were notified to the Council’s veterinary inspectors by 

| the police during the year under review, but in no case 
was the suspicion of disease confirmed on post-mortem 
examination. In two of these cases persons had been 
bitten, and for that reason experimental tests were per- 
formed, but in neither case was evidence of rabies dis- 
covered. 

Under the Council’s regulations made in pursuance of 
the Dogs Order, 1906, the police during the past year 
seized 27,030 stray dogs, of which number 20,602 were 
subsequently destroyed. 


Swine Fever. 
One outbreak of swine fever occurred during the year 
in a herd of 152 pedigree pigs. Four pigs were found to 





detected by means of mallein, and compensation of half | be affected with the disease by the veterinary surgeon of 
value to the amount of £11,309 1s. 6d. was awarded. | the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, and of these one 
The minimum compensation of £2 each was paid in died and three were killed. The remainder of the stock 
respect of 176 cases in which there were outward | was slaughtered and compensation amounting to 





symptoms. | £408 12s. 6d. was paid in respect thereof by the Board. 

In one case the post-mortem examination failed to 
reveal any symptoms of glanders, and the full value of 
the horse to the amount of £10 was therefore paid to the 
owner. 
The Council’s General Powers Act of 1908 authorises 
a fee of two shillings and sixpence to be paid to veterin- 
ary surgeons for the notification of fresh outbreaks of 








It was not possible to trace the source of infection. 
Regulations requiring licences for the movement of all 
swine into and out of London still remain in force. 


ANTHRAX. 
No diminution in the incidence of this disease has 
taken place during the past year. Twenty-nine out- 


Compensation. 





Horses slaughtered. 
= 
- F S. ‘ F wre of 
3 § 228 3 F 5 : gos 
= 2 = (3) < oso 
Period. Authority. E & Zz BO & é & é <3 3 
——w — : 
£ os. £ «4. £ ad. £s8.d 
1904 5 Order of 1894 1149 471 98 1718 2298 O 3120 7 6 5418 7 6 26 10 
1905-6 - 933 371 78 1382 1866 0O 2512 8 3 4378 8 3 27 3 4 
1906-7 = 743 515 74 1332 1030 O 3429 11 9 4459 11 9 2612 8 
1907-8 Orders of 1894 
and 1907. 548 873 50 1471 1096 O 7882 3 6 9978 3 6 2617 5 
1908-9 Order of 1907 307 = 1352 45 1704 610 10 —=—-18,750 11 19,361 1 2714 9 
1909-10 = 176 825 29 1930 352 0 11,309 1 6 = 11,661 1 6 27 8 4 
Order of 1894, £2 clinical cases, } value mallein cases. 
Orders of 1894 and 1907, £2 clinical cases, } value mallein cases, till 31st December, 1907. 


Order of 1907, from 1st Jan., 1908, £2 clinical cases, } value mallein cases. 
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breaks were reported as against 17 in 1908-09. All the 
animals attacked were horses, and in each case the 
disease was detected at a knacker’s yard by the Council’s 
officers and afterwards confirmed by microscopical ex- 
amination. Numerous investigations were undertaken 
by the veterinary inspectors to discover the source of 


infection, but no definite cause could be assigned, and it | 


must be assumed that the disease was due to infected 
fodder. 


ExporTaATION OF Horses ORDER. 


The powers derived from the above Order for the | 


examination of horses about to be shipped abroad have | _ 


been supplemented by additional powers given by the 
Conveyance of Horses Order which have assisted the 
Council’s officers in their supervision over the exporta- 
tion of worn-out horses. Of 6,841 horses exported 
during the past year, 1,941 were working animals and 
4,900 were intended for slaughter. 56 horses were 
rejected by the Council’s officers as unfit for shipment, 
of which 25 were killed by the owners, 27 were removed 
for treatment, 2 were tested with mallein with a negative 
result, and 2 died. One infringement of the Conveyance 
of Horses Order occurred during the year. Two horses 
which had been brought to London by rail, were found 
by one of the Council’s officers in a very poor condition 
and unfit to travel. Legal proceedings were instituted 
against the consignor, and a penalty of £10 was in- 


flicted. 


The following table indicates the extent of the trade 
since the Exportation of Horses Order came into force 


No. of animals No. of animals 








Year. examined b : 
Council's Saapontes, rejected. 

1900-1 7,325 52 
1901-2 6,347 38 
1902-3 7,700 50 
1903-4 7,843 5: 
1904-5 6,930 18 
1905-6 8,668 37 
1906-7 11,262 98 
1907-8 10,613 102 
1908-8 7,590 80 
1909-10 6,376 56 

Total 92,274 623 


SHEEP Scas. 
No case of this disease has occurred in the County of 
London since 1901. There are a few sheep breeders in 
the South-East of London and the Council’s officers 
superintended the dipping of their sheep during the pre- 
scribe dipping period. 
PARAsITIC MANGE. 


During the ten months of the past year in which the 
Order has been in force, notices of detention have been 
served in respect of 253 horses, and of this number &7 
were still under detention at the end of the year. 

Thirteen infringements of the Order were reported by 
the Council’s inspectors, and legal proceedings were 
taken in six of these cases, penalties to the amount of 
£36 6s. being inflicted. The remaining 7 cases were 





in 1899 :— 


dealt with by means of written cautions. 





DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Naticnal Horse Supply. 


The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have, on the 
recommendation of the Development Commissioners, 
made a grant to the Board from the Developing Fund for 
£40,000 for the ensuing year for the encouragement of 
light horse breeding in Great Britain. 

According to a statement issued by the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries this will be done by means of : 
(1) The award of premiums to stallions ; (2) grants for 
the purchase of half-bred working brood mares for loca- 
tion in selected districts ; (3) free nomination for suitable 
mares for service by premium or approved stallions ; (4) 
the purchase (forresale) of stallions; and (5) the voluntary 
registration of stallions. 

The President of the Board proposes at once to 
appoint an Advisory Council composed of persons 
intimately acquainted with the industry in various parts 
of the country to advise and assist the Board generally 
with respect to all mutters connected with the industry 
of horse-breeding. 

Until this Council has bee: constituted it is not 
possible for the Board to make public the details of the 
manner in which they propose that their schems will be 

carried out ; but, in view of the necessity for making 
preparations for the breeding season of 1911 without 
delay, the Board think it desirable to give the following 
information on the subject : 


Proposep RULEs. 


The premiums to be awarded to stallions will be of 
two classes, viz., King’s premiums and Board premiums. 


King’s premiums will be awarded at the spring show to |* 


be held in London on March 7, 8, and 9 next in con- 
nexion with the Hunters’ Improvement Society’s show. 
The stallions to which Board’s premiums are paid will 
be selected either at the local spring exhibition or (by) 
the Board themselves, on the application of the owner, 
and in all cases subject to approval as to soundness and 
suitability by a veterinary surgeon nominated by the 
Board. 

It is proposed that the moneys available for the pur- 
chase of brood mares shall be expended locally through 
the agency of county committees and sub-committees. 
The Board hope to be in a position to provide for the 
purchase of young half-bred working mares of good 
quality and of suitable conformation with a view to 
re-sell or lease them on certain conditions to the holders 
of suitable farms for the purpose of mating them with 
premium or other approved stallions. The sum 
available for this purpose should suffice for the pur- 
chase of upwards of two hundred mares during each 


year. 

The Board also hope to secure the distribution of a 
number of free nominations for service by King’s Pre- 
mium or Board’s Premium stallions, through the agency 


of the County Committees. A nomination, whether to 
a King’s or to a Board’s Premium stallion, will repre- 
sent the fee which the owner of the mare would other 
wise himself have to pay for the services of the stallion. 
The intention is that these free nominations, about 
1,400 in number, should be allocated by preference to 
the smaller tenant farmers and others in respect of the 
best of the young mares in their possession. 

The Board propose to expend a considerable sum on 
on the purchase of thoroughbred stallions for resale on 
special conditions, with a view to securing the use in 
the district of a stallion of somewhat higher class than 
could otherwise be obtained, and of providing suitable 
stallions in districts where at present their services are 
not readily available. It is hoped by this means to 
secure the retention in this country of a certain number 
of stallions which would otherwise go abroad. The 
number thus purchased in any one year cannot be large, 





but it is believed that in the course of time a substantial 
benefit to the industry will accrue. 

The voluntary registration of stallions by the Board is 
not to be confined to light horses only, but will be ex- 
tended to stallions of all breeds entered in the recognised 
stud books. 


Co-OPERATION OF THE ARMY. 


The responsibility for the administration of the grant 
as a whole will rest with the Board, who will have at 
their disposal the assistance of the proposed Advisory 
Council representing all branches of the industry. The 
Secretary of State for War has stated that the War 
Office will be prepared to purchase annually a certain 
number of the remount horses at three years off, and he 
has promised the co-operation and assistance of the 
Army Council, who will be represented at the meetings 
of the Advisory Council. 

If, as it is confidently believed, the willing assistance 
of all concerned in the industry can be secured for the 
carrying out of these proposals, there is good hope that 
the value of the industry can be materially increased 
and an important benefit to agriculture secured.—7he 
Westminster Gazette. 


THE Apvisory CouNcIL. 


The President of the Board of Agriculture and 

Fisheries has appointed a Council to advise the Board 
on all matters pertaining to the encouragement and 
improvement of the horse-breeding industry. It is con- 
stituted as follows, and is appointed for a term of four 
years :— 
Prince Christian of Schleswig-Holstein, the Duke of 
Portland, the Marquis of Tullibardine, M.P., the Earl of 
Granard (Master of Horse), the Earl of Dalkeith, the 
Earl of Erroll, the Earl of Fortescue, the Earl of 
Donoughmore, the Earl of Minto, the Viscount 
Helmesley, the Lord Ribblesdale, the Hon. Alexander 
Parker, Colonel the Hon. Charles Byng, the Right Hon. 
A. E. Fellowes, Sir Merrik Burrell, Sir Gilbert Greenall, 
Sir John M‘Fadyean, Major-General J. F. Brocklehurst, 
Mr. Algernoon Turner, Major A. L. Langman, Mr. J. 
Blundell, Mr. J. Cooper, Mr. D. Davis, Mr. G. Dove, 
Professor J. C. Ewart, Major W. H. Fife, Mr. T. Gilbey, 
Captain J. Gilmour, Mr. J. Hill, Mr. C. C. Hurst, 
Colonel H. Lewis, Major J. MeKie, Mr. G. N. Midwood, 
Mr. J. L. Nickisson, Professor Penberthy, Mr. F. Lort 
Phillips, Mr. W. Phillpotts-Williams, Mr. I. Ramsay, 
Mr. E. P. Rawnsley, Mr. G. G. Rea, Mr. Y. S. Rigg, 
Mr. A. H. Smith, Mr. J. H. Stokes, Mr. R. Stratton, Mr. 
R. S. Tilling, Mr. C. W. Tindall, Mr. R. Whitehead, Mr. 
J. Williams. 

Lord Midleton is the chairman, and Mr. E. B. Wilson, 
of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, and Mr. A. 
B. Charlton are the joint secretaries. 


Veterinary Inspection of Stallions. 


An important step of far-reaching effect upon horse- 
breeding in Scotland has been taken by the Highland 
and Agricultural Society in the matter of the veterinary 
inspection of Clydesdale stallions that are to receive the 
Society’s district premium grants, In future it is to be 
a condition of stallions receiving these grants that they 
be examined and certified sound by a veterinary surgeon 
appointed by the Society. The Society make grants of 
£15 per annum to all the horse-breeding societies in 
Scotland in rotation, and for the current year fourteen 
districts will participate in the grants. They have thus 
a powerfnl leverage at hand to ensure soundness of 
premium horses. Various interpretations, as was indi 
cated at the meeting in Endinburgh, may be put on the 
word sound, but the representative committee who have 
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been appointed to draw up a report to an early meeting 
will no doubt be able to steer a safe course in pointing 
out the chief defects as regards unsoundness in horses 
for breeding purposes. It was feared that the proposal 
would meet with strong opposition, but only one direc- 
tor raised his voice against the scheme. Hie was not 

inst the principle, but questioned the workableness 
of the proposal, and took objection to the cost.—7he 
Scotsman. 


Professional Risks—Allegation of Malice 
Against a V.S. 


In Dumfries Small Debt Court on Tuesday, January 
24th, an action was raised at the instauce of John 
Henry Fergusson of Crochmore, Irongray, against 


James Lindsay, M.R.c.v.s., 35, Whitesands, Dunfries. 
Pursuer claimed damages assessed at £500, restricted to 
£20, in respect that defender on or about Ist July, 1910, 
after being requested by pursuer to give him a certificate 
regarding the condition of a donkey in his custody and 
keeping, and after examination thereof, falsely calumn- 
iously, and maliciously granted the following certifi- 
cate 


“T hereby certify that I have this day, at the instance 
of J. H. Fergusson, Esq., of Crochmore, Irongray, 
Dumfries, examined a donkey, 7 years old, and find 
said animal going sound, but in poor condition, suffering 
from sores on its back, and totally unfit for work at 
present ”—well knowing the same to be false, as the 
result whereof the complainer was greatly injured in his 
feelings and character, and owing, inter alios, to his 
(defender’s) communication thereof to Robert M‘Nae, 
v.s., Maxwelltown, who inspected said donkey on the 
instructions of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, was subjected, inter alios, to the great 
annoyance and expense of defending himself against a 
criminal prosecution raised in the Sheriff Court at 
Kirkcudbright at the instance of Martin Langston 
Howman, procurator-fiscal of Court, in the course of 
which prosecution the defender deponed asa witness for 
the prosecution on 8th September, 1910, to the correct- 
ness of said certificate, and the Court found pursuer 
“not guilty.” 

Mr. Wm. Nicholson, jun., solicitor, Kirkcudbright, 
appeared for the pursuer, and Mr. J. E. Blacklock, of 
Messrs. Adamson and Blacklock, W.S., Dumfries, repre- 
sented the defender. 

Mr. Blacklock said that it seemed to him that the 
Small Debt Court was not the proper Court to decide 
such a question. After reading the statement of claim, 
Mr. Blacklock said :—There were two ways in which 
one might be inclined to look at this case, the first from 
the comical point of view, and the other from the much 
more serious point of view. I will look at it from the 
point of view from which the pursuer himself has looked 
at it. He asserts he has sustained damage to his 
character to an extent that £500 would be a fair return, 
but he is quite willing to square that for £20, which is 
a kind of thing we have not seen much of in this Court. 
Ihave to look at it from the point of view of the 
defender. You will see that he is charged with “ falsely, 
culumniously, and maliciously issuing a certificate.” 
That certiticate was granted by him as a_ veterinary 
ee, a professional man. He 1s charged with deliber- 
ately granting a certificate which was not only not 
according to fact, but also because he wanted, for some 
reason or other, to harm Mr. Fergusson. That is a 
charge which no professional man of any standing could 
allow to go against him without probing it to the very 
bottom. I submit this is not the proper Court to try 
such a charge. I would ask your Lordship to remit 
this case to the ordinary roll, where it will be dealt 
withaccording tothe gravity and seriousness of the charge 





a is no doubt that your Lordship has power to do 
this. 

Mr. Nicholson: I submit this is properly brought 
under the Small Debt Act. The question at issue is a 
very small one indeed. The facts of the case are prac- 
tically admitted. The only subject for proof is a question 
of malice, and that alone. There is no need for making 
up arecord. The case for the pursuer is fully set forth 
in the statement in connection with the claim. 

The Sheriff : That simply says the pursuer asked for a 
certificate and he got one. 

Mr. Nicholson: Which the pursuer alleges is a 

malicious and false certificate. That is the sole question 
—whether it was a true or false certificate, and whether 
the falseness was induced by malice. It is a very simple 
issue. 
The Sheriff: It is a very serious issue. I have often 
had occasion to say that | am very reluctant on my own 
responsibility to remit a case from the Small Debt Court 
to the Ordinary Roll, because, speaking generally, the 
oursuer has a right to come into the Small Debt Court 
if he thinks he can there obtain his ends as well by a 
less expensive mode. At the same time there are cases, 
which on the face of them, are obviously unfitted for 
the Small Debt Court, where we have no record to 
explain the facts that we are going to proof upon. It is 
all very well to say that it is a certain question turning 
on a certain fact, but the other side will say it turns on 
a great many more facts. It strikes me that this is 
essentially a case that would be more properly brought 
in the ordinary court. 

Mr. Nicholson: Then I would ask to be allowed to 
enlarge the conclusions of the action, and allow this 
summons to be unrestricted. 

Mr. Blacklock : I am not quite sure how far that is 
competent. 

Mr. Nicholson : It is quite competent under the new 
Act. 

Mr. Blacklock : It will do my friend no harm to with- 
draw this action. 

The Sheriff: It would be better if this summons is 
withdrawn, and start as if there had been no summons 
in the Small Debt Court. 

Mr. Nicholson : That would be the better plan, and I 
will do so if Mr. Blacklock withdraws his claim for 
expenses. 

Mr. Blacklock: I am not going to withdraw any 
claim. 

Mr. Nicholson: Then I will allow the summons to 
stand. : 

The case was then remitted to the Ordinary Court. 


The Stockowner and the Diseases of Animals. 


Sir Edward Strachey, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Board of Agriculture, attended a meeting of farmers at 
Chew Magna, North Somerset, on Wednesday, Jan. 25, 
at which the present swine fever regulations were criti- 
cised, and the recommendations of the departmental 
committee regarding infectious abortion among cows were 
discuss 

Sir Edward explained that the recommendations re- 
quired compulsory notification and veterinary inquiry 
as to whether the disease was infectious or accidental 
and temporary. The report had not been adopted by 
the Central Chamber of Agriculture, but the recom- 
mendations had been approved by the Scottish Chamber 
of Agriculture and the Devonshire Farmers’ Union. 
The departmental committee did not desire to recom- 
mend anything that would be too stringent and interfere 
with the business of farmers, and they put forward the 
recommendations with the idea that they would be 
worked with the least possible friction. A resolution 
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was proposed approving of the recommendations of the 
departmental committee, but it was rejected by a con- 
siderable majority. 

Following some criticism of the swine fever and 
sheep-dipping regulations, Sir Edward said that the 
proper thing to do was to bring the subjects to the 
notice of the County Council and its Diseases of 
Animals Committee, because as a rule the Board of 
Agriculture drew up the rules in consultation with local 
authorities, and it was not usual to alter rules unless 
local authorities desired that they should be altered. 
With regard to the regulations of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, he regretted the tendency which there was in the 
_ day to attack the permanent officials of that 

overnment Department, because if there was blame it 
should lie entirely with political heads of departments, 
the President, and himself.—Z. S. ./. 


THE JouRNAL or MEAT AND Mi“K Hywutene. Vol. I. 
No. 1. January, 1911. Price 1s. net monthly. Annual 
subscription 12s. post free. (John Bale, Sons, and 
Danielsson, Ltd., Oxford House, 83—91, Great Titch- 
field Street, Oxford Street, W.) 


In a “ Foreword ” upon the editorial page of this new 
publication, the editor frankly acknowledges “ the help 
that the excellent French journal, L’Hygiene de la 
Viande et du Lait, edited by Dr. H. Martel, has been 
to him in deciding what form the new journal should 
take.” Those who are familiar with the now widely 
known French publication can scarcely fail to notice 
how closely this new English one follows its lines ; and, 
while agreeing that no better model than Dr. Martel’s 
journal could be selected for an undertaking of this 
nature, we may say at once that the first issue of its 
English compeer in no way falls behind its average 
standard. The journal is to be devoted to all the varied 
questions—scientific, administrative and legal—con- 
nected with the obtention of a pure meat and milk 
supply ; and the present number represents all these 
interests. 

Three original major articles commence it—one on 
the nature, causation, and prevention of meat poisoning, 
by Dr. E. J. McWeeney ; a very interesting and sug- 
gestive one on the occurrence of actinomycosis in cows’ 
udders by Mr. J. Hume Patterson, whose conclusions 
we hope to summarise later; and one on the public 
slaughter-house system of Scotland, by Dr. F. Dittmar. 
With these we find a neat collection of notes and 
abstracts—chiefly the latter, but including an original 
note by Mr. A. M. Trotter, M.k.c.v.s., on “ Phlegmatous 
Inflammation of the Stomach of a Pig”—a section on 
abattoirs and cold storage, the chief feature of which is 
a careful description of the abattoir at Edinburgh—a 
legal column, in which a long unfinished article by Mr. 
Thomas Parker, ¥.r.c.v.s., on “ Meat Inspection and 
the Law” may be mentioned :—and a variety of news, 
reviews, public health reports, and similiar matter. 

The contents are printed on the cover ; and we may 
remarks that, as the present issue numbers 64 pages, it 
would be a distinct convenience to the reader if the 
pase at which each article is to be found were indicated 
y its number. At present, the articles are merely 
arranged sequentially without page-numbers on the 
contents page ; and indeed, the minor portions, such as 
notes, public health reports, etc., might receive more 
detailed indication with advantage. 

This, however, is a minor point, and it must be said 
in conclusion that, if the journa] maintains the standard 
of its first number, it will fill a distinct gap in public 
health literature. The circle of readers whom it dir >ctly 
interests is not perhaps at present a very large one ; 





but it is augmenting every year, and will continue to 
do so. 











Edited 
Second 
(William 


Tue ENcYCLOPEDIA OF SPORTS AND GAMES. 
by the Eart of SurroLK and BERKSHIRE. 
editions. Parts xmi—xiv. Gnu-Hou. 
Heinemann, London). 

These two issues of the encyclopedia contain a rather 
larger proportion of articles of fair length than usual ; 
and the majority concern sport in the British Isles. Two 
very popular outdoor games—golf and hockey—are com- 
prehensively dealt with. Three articles are of special 
interest to the shooting man, viz., the long and very 
modern one on guns, and those on grouse and grouse 
moors. In the latter connection there is an article on 
the diseases of gronse by Prof. A. E. Shipley, which 
should interest the veterinary surgeon, whether he be a 
sportsman or not. An article devoted largely to des- 
criptions of parasites and their life-histories is rather 
out of the common in a sportsman’s manual, and we are 
not sure that Prof. Shipley does not take the majority 
of his readers a little beyond their depth; but the 
veterinary surgeon will find the contributiou an inter- 
esting resumé of a department of pathology which still 
offers many unsolved problems. 

Two or three other articles, also, will interest many 
veterinarians, viz.—a historical and descriptive account 
of the Arab horse by his well-known champion, Mr. 
W.S. Blunt: a condensed survey of the origin of the 
thoroughbred by Mr. A. E. T. Watson: and a long 
article on hound-breeding by Mr. Chas. Richardson. 
And as regards wild animals, we find that a number 
of the less important British fauna—as the hare, heron, 
wild goose, grayling and gudgeon—are dealt with: 
while perhaps the article upon the hippopotamus by 
by Mr. F. C. Selous is the chief contribution relating 
to foreign animals. W. B.C. 





Donations to the R.C.V.S. 
The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons desires to acknowledge the receipt of further 
donations to the College Funds, from : 


- th a 

Lieut. R. F. Bett, a.v.c. 1 1 0 
J. H. Carter, Burnley 1 1 0 
W. J. Fletcher, Wrexham i zs 
J. Maleolm, Birmingham 1 1 0 
Amount previously acknowledged 30 9 O 
£34 13 O 


The Royal Sanitary Institute. 
Patron : His MAJestTy THE KING. 

His Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen, K.'T., has con- 
sented to act as Patron of the Twenty-sixth Annual 
Congress of The Royal Sanitary Lustitute to be held at 
Belfast from July 24th till 29th, 1911. The Right Hon. 
Lord Dunleath, D.L., J.P., has consented to act as 
President of the Congress. 

The public meeting to inaugurate arrangements for the 
meeting will be held at the City Hall, Belfast, on Tues- 
day, January 31st. 

The Royal Sanitary Institute, 
90, Buckingham Palace Road, S.W. 





Persona... 


Mr. ANDREW STEWART, veterinary Surgeon, Neville 
Street, was returned unopposed for the vacant seat in 
the Riverside Ward of the Cardiff City Council, caused 
by the election of Councillor Courtis as an Alderman. 
Only one nomination was received by the Town Clerk, 
As Alderman Courtisand Mr. Stewart are both Conser- 
vatives, there will be no change in the political repre 
|sentation on the Council.—South Wales Daily News, 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrick, WHITEHALL, Jan. 27 


Army VETERINARY Corps. 


Lieut. H. L. Jones resigns his commission. 
Jan. 28. 


Dated 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


(ESOPHAGEAL OBSTRUCTION—UNEXPLAINED. 
Sir, 

For some considerable period there has been a scarcity of 
original articles in The Veterinary Record—a fact which has 
called forth editorial comment, and, when taking into con- 
sideration that there are some three thousand members of 
the profession who, no doubt, take The Veterinary Record— 
or at least see it, we can but agree that there are some who 
have no interest, or are they too—shall we say lazy—to 
give us the benefit of at least one particular case, which 
would not only be acceptable to the readers, but would 
greatly assist you, sir, as editor in your worthy object, i.e., 
the further education and enlightenment of the profession 

We may, however, desire to take a charitable view of 
those who hide their light, etc., and put it down to their 
hypersensitiveness or disinclination to encourage criticism 
from that class of individuals who would as soon worry 
themselves about the assistance they could give to the 
Editor, in the shape of an original article, as they would in 
making a voluntary arrangement to meet his satanic 
majesty in some out of the way dungeon to consume a 
whisky and soda and a cigar—they are always ready to 
criticise—under a nom de plume—and, may I also add, to 
cast aspersions on the integrity of the individual. Well, 
sir, when I have the necessary time—what a well worn and 
much used excuse—I will endeavour, with your permission, to 
send you afew articles which have given me food for reflec- 
tion, and, owing to their nature they may act as an 
incentive to others to take up their pen and produce com- 
ment. 

It is my intention to expose a few of my “‘ failures '’— 
incidental to which some of our friends may attach a want 
of professional insight, a laxity of careful examination, or, 
probably, negligence. 

The case I wish to mention occurred some few weeks ago. 
The subject was a last year's foal, shire bred, and drop’d 
in May. 

My attention was called to it on account of its stationary 
appearance in the field, as a result of which it was brought 
into a box but had not attempted to eat or drink for 24 
hours. On examination, I found the pulse weak, tempera- 
ture 102. respiration normal, and the animal was taking 
observation both of its surroundings and attendants. 
Casually feeling at the larynx and from general appearances 
I thought it a case of mesenteric ‘‘strangles’’ as the 
submaxillary glands were enlarged—slightly. 

Treatment advised was a good application of embroca- 
tion, the periodical administration of an electuary, and an 
occasional steaming of the nostrils with medicated steam, 
and gruel to be placed before it so that it might partake of 
it when thought fit, 

Calling the following day I found no change in the colt's 
condition, therefore a continuation of the treatment was 
advised, and I intimated that I would call in a couple of 
days’ time. The following day, however, I was requested 
to look at the colt again as it had commenced to ‘' blow”’ 
heavily. A casual examination proved that pneumonia had 
set in, and the poor little chap was in a very distressed con- 
dition. I then proceeded to carefully examine him and in 
doing sol noticed—much to my surprise—an elongated 
swelling right along the whole course of the @sophagus, 
from the larynx into the chest. On manipulation no chok- 
ing effects were produced, neither were any presented, 





either before or afterwards, yet, in all probability the con- 
dition had existed three or four days at least. 

Taking all the conditions exhibited into consideration, 
viz.: the weak condition of the colt, the extent of the 
obstruction, and the pulmonary symptoms, I shrank from 
the operation which others, no doubt, would have adopted, 
and allowed him to make another addition to the three acres 
which one of our late respected members asserted was the 
necessary space to be filled in prodacing a fairly competent 
veterinary surgeon. 

On post-mortem, which took place after death on the 
fourth day, I found the abdominal organs healthy, but the 
stomach and intestines were almost empty. There was 
double pneumonia, no doubt due to mechanical causes, and 
the cesophagus—which I took out in its entirety—was 
packed with partially masticated grass, from the mouth to 
within four inches of the stomach. The dimensions of the 
tube were increased to the thickness of a strong brewery 
rope, and at the point of obstruction, in the position before 
mentioned, the whole of the tube for about one and a half 
inches presented the appearance of dried, tanned leather, 
the anatomical structure of the coats being entirely obliter- 
ated. 

I brought the organ home with the intention of having a 
photograph taken and, for safety sake, placed it in my 
saddle room, in what I thought a suitable place for pre- 
servation until the morrow, but unfortunately the yard dog 
was the next—and last to examine it. 

Now, sir, although the post-mortem proved to me con- 
clusively that had the condition of things been recognised at 
first there would have been little chance of recovery—as 
the obstruction must have been in existence some time 
before I saw the colt first, it still points a moral, i.e., ‘‘ Be 
more thorough in our examinations "’ in the first instance, 
and secondly ‘‘ Always make careful observations on subse- 
quent visits.’’ 

The two-fold objects of this article are, first then, to be 
more careful as we get older, and secondly to record a 
failure which will give my fellow practitioners—of a certain 
stamp—an opportunity of telling me what I ought to have 
done, or what they, under the circumstances would bave 
adopted to bring about the successful issue they always 
claim in the cases they report.—Signed, 

FaILure 


HORSE SHOWS. 
Sir, 

Has it now become a fixed rule with the Secretary of the 
International Horse Show and the Hackney Show to always 
appoint thesame man Chief Veterlnary Surgeon? If so, 
I think it is time some protest was made to this ruling. 

It is unfair both to the profession and to the exhibitors. 
Surely we have sufficient skilled men in our horse breeding 
districts to hold this post, or is it that there is only one 
man in all London polished enough to be the figure head of 
the Great International Show? I may add that the Royal 
Agricultural, The Hunters’ Improvement, and the Shire 
Shows select a different V.S. each year.— Yours truly, 

G. H. Pickwewt. 


GUNTHER’S OPERATION. 
Sir, 

Now that the very interesting aud instructive discussion 
has appeared in your valuable columns seems to have proved 
conclusively that the crejit of introducing the method as at 
present practised with the object of removing roaring 
belongs to F. and K. Giinther, father and son, late of the 
Hanover Veterinary School, who attained, before the 
majority of us entered the profession or were born, al! what 
there is known about the disease and its surgical treatment, 
I think attention should be concentrated on the pertinent 
question: Does any known operative method really cure 
the disease ? 

From a careful study of old statistics—those of twenty or 
more years ago, and those recently recorded, and a compari 
son of the successful results alleged to have been obtamed 
from the various operative methods with those encountered 
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in ordinary practice without surgical interference, I am 
forced to the conclusion the difference is in favour of the 
latter’ 

Every practitioner of experience must have noticed that 
roaring generally disappears or improves as the animal gets 
into a good hard or working condition, when he mostly 
does his ordinary harness work without making any or, at 
most, a very little noise. Again, they must have also 
noticed that in certain cases roaring has absolutely disap- 
peared, even when put to the severest test. 

If an animal is not going to be benefited materially by 
an expensive and—as we are told—a very delicate operation, 
which requires a long after-rest, are we justified in advising 
our clients to needlessly waste their money ? 

Surely (after two years) the time has come for a correct 
conclusion to be arrived at. Fifty cases are just as valuable 
as 400 to estimate the value of a surgical operation. 
year is as good as two years for this purpose, There is one 
thing that is certain, and that is, by the old-fashioned, and 
perhaps, to some, the unscientific tracheotomy tube, 99 per 
cent. of the animals into which it was inserted were 
benefited without very much expense, and with no, or very 
little, loss of time. Again, it could be inserted by any 
practitioner who had no need to be a specialist in this or 
that operation. Furthermore, a horse wearing a tube 
deceived nobody. 

I think Parliament should pass an Act to make it unlaw- 
ful for anybody to perform an operation on a breeding 
animal with the object of covering up or masking an here- 
ditary vice or disease. Yours, etc., 

‘*Ccrt Bono Pvustico?’’ 


THE CRITICISM OF MR. EVE’S ARTICLE. 


Dear Sir, 

In regard to the above criticism, as by very far the oldest 
established practitioner in the district it may be considered 
applicable to myself. It may be interesting, however, to 
Mr. Mayall, and probably more so to others, to know that 
I have simply no knowledge of enquiry or postcard.— Yours 
faithfully, 

Hveu P. Hoosen, M.R.c v.s. 
25, Guildhall Street, Folkestone. 





Sir, 

I have read Mr. Eve’s case several times, and also the 
correspondence which it has excited since its appearance in 
The Veterinary Record. 1 think Mr. Eve is annoyed at the 
questions of ‘‘ Enquirer,’’ but why he should be so is not 
quite so cleartome. If ‘‘ we may take it for granted that 
Mr. Eve had a good reason for his statement,’’ why should 
the author of that statement indignantly decline to amplify 
or even to substantiate it. Under the heading of 
‘*Remarks,’’ Mr. Eve describes his subsequent treatment 
of the case when the swelling appeared. Then under the 
same heading we are told that Mr. Eve ‘‘ obtained fully six 
gallons of pus from the abdominal cavity.’’ The interpre- 
tation I put on this part of the report is that Mr. Eve was 
anxious to record the case, and in his anxiety he got a 
little confused. Mr. Eve's own statement in last week’s 
issue supports me here. He there states ‘‘ Any observant 
man can see at a glance from the photo that the pus was 
externally situated."’ If the pus was externally situated, 
how could Mr. Eve obtain 6 gallons of it trom the abdominal 
cavity? It is foolish to leave the issue and indulge in 
personal abuse, and I much regret to see Mr. Eve do so, 
because his case was a very interesting one, and it was a 
good spirit which prompted him to report it. I have 
reported several cases, and I am confident that I have 
profited much by my critics. I fail to see anything dis- 
courteous or out of order in ‘‘ Enquirer's’’ letter, but Mr. 
Eve says ‘‘It is self-evident he is a coward,’’ and a little 
later he speaks of him as being a bit ‘‘ undershot.’’ 
When Mr. Eve said these things I can imagine him looking 
through a pair of those spectacles which he has prescribed 
fo: his opponent. Mr. Eve knows that ‘‘abuse is no 


argument ’’ and those words of his can only have a harmful 
effect on the author of them. Mr. Eve has made an error 
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in his report and it remains for him to correct that error, 
but he has not done so, he has merely taken it for granted 
that we can all read what he says and draw our own con- 
clusions as to what it means. Surely that is not right. It 
is not always wise to append one’s name and address toa 
public letter, and although I do not wish to puse as a judge 
of this debate, I think that Mr. Eve would be right if he 
re-wrote a portion of his original article, and asked you, Mr. 
Editor, if you would be good enough to publish his corrected 
report. If he were to answer the questions also which he 
has been respectfully asked to do for the benefit of his 
readers, his article would stand a fair chanee of serving the 
useful purpose for which it was first recorded. 
e B.”’ 





ir, 

Although Mr. Eve declines to answer my queries, he does 
not consider it infra dig. to indulge in a torrent of abuse 
and tc pour out the ‘‘ vials of his wrath.’ 

It is strange that a correspondence cannot be carried on 
without descending ts such methods. Unfortunately it is 
far too common in the correspondence columns and does 
not reflect credit on the writers, we find an entire absence 
of this style in the medical journals. 

Now, Ido not intend to hurl back the epithets which 
Mr. Eve has made use of ; if he cannot reply in any other 
style it is his misfortune and not his fault. But I venture 
to point out to him, that those who suffer from what he 
terms ‘‘swelled head,’’ seldom makes enquiries. Per 
contra, it is a diagnostic symptom of ‘‘ Sophomania ’’ for 
the sufferer to resent vigourously any criticism of the state- 
ments made by him, or to answer any queries which might 
cast any doubts on his superior skill and judgment. 

But the ‘‘ badger’’ has been drawn toa certain extent, 
even by a ‘‘cowardly’’ under-shot, ‘‘stray'’ mongrel, 
incapable of biting, but able to bark. For Mr. Eve admits 
now that the six gallons of pus were externally situated and 
not in the abdominal cavity. So that the case is robbed of 
its most interesting feature. Probably if Mr. Eve were to 
answer the other queries, further interesting disclosures 
would be forthcoming. 

No, Mr. Eve, it is not a case of ‘‘sour grapes"’ as you 
suggest, and I know nothing about the anonymous post- 
card. Probably the latter was the work of a practical joker, 
and you gave him an excellent chance of enjoying his joke. 
Most men would have thrown the offanding document 
into the waste paper basket, and said nothing about it. 

I regret if I have disturbed your equanimity by my 
queries and also by writing under a nom de plume. I shail 
remember next time that your motto is Noli me tangere, 
and accept all your statements cum grano salis, but please 
see that the text coincides with the illustration, as I am 
terribly dense, but have excellent evesight, moreover I am 
very sceptical—as the result of long experience. 5 

With apologies, Mr. Editor, for again trespassing on your 
valuable space.—-Yours, etc.. : 

“ ENQUIRER,” 

Sir, 

‘* Enquirer’ with his ultra apparent egotism assumes 
that his criticism was the only one directed against Mr. Eve’s 
article. If he defends the writing of an anonymous post- 
card to @ fellow practitioner containing reflections on that 
practitioner’s treatment as either just criticism or right 
ethics then he and I differ as widely as the poles in opinion, 
and I don’t advise ‘‘ Enquirer '’ to defend the action of the 
anonymous post-card writer by appending his real name 
to any letter in defence of such procedure 

With regard to the rest of his letter, his own accuracy is 
far from immaculate, and his fairness as a critic may be 
judged by ascribing to me by quotation marks words which 
I never wrote and which never appeared in my letter, 

Some men would describe the arguer by such methods in a 
short word of four letters, and advise him to study the 
allegory about ‘‘the mote’’ and “the beam.'’—Yours 
truly, G. Mayaut, M.R.C.v.8. 





[We think this correspondence might now cease.—Ep. ] 








